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On May 10, 2010, Deputy Telly Taylor was off-duty and shopping in Walgreens in the 
city of Lakewood. Deputy Taylor was unaware two suspects, armed with handguns, 
had entered the location and began moving the store employees toward the 
manager's office. As they reached the aisle that led to the office door, the suspect's 
noticed Deputy Taylor standing in the aisle. 


At gun point, the suspects ordered Deputy Taylor to enter the manager's office. 
Deputy Taylor initially complied but soon came to the realization that the suspects 
would soon discover his affiliation with law enforcement. He was fearful of what the 
suspects would do to him at that point. 


As Deputy Taylor walked down the hallway leading to the manager's office, he saw 
one of the suspects was still in the aisle and was not looking at him. Deputy Taylor 
drew his revolver from his pants pocket, identified himself as a deputy sheriff, and 
fired one round at the suspect. The suspect flinched as though he was hit and both 
suspects ran from the store. 


Deputies from Lakewood Station conducted a search for the suspects but they were 
not located. 


On April 14, 2011 the Executive Force Review Committee convened and conducted 
a review regarding the facts of this case. The applicable policies that were evaluated 
by the committee were: MPP §§ 3-01/025.00, Use of Force; 3-01/025.30, Use of 
Firearms and Deadly Force; 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force; and 3-01/050.10, 
Performance to Standards. 


EFRC -2- April 26, 2011 


Concerning: 


MPP $ 3-01/025.00, Use of Force, MPP $ 3-01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly 
Force, and MPP $ 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force, the Committee determined that 
the force used by Deputy Telly Taylor was reasonable and necessary and in 
compliance with Department policy. 


MPP $ 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards, the Committee determined that the 
tactics employed by Deputy Taylor in this incident were within Department Policy. 


Vee 


Eric B. Smith, Commander 
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Investigative Summary 


incident: Non-Hit Shooting 
LASD Report: 010-10806-1322-032 
IAB File: $H2266356 


Opening Statement 


On May 10, 2010 (Monday), Internal Affairs Bureau Sergeants Eric Strong and 
Carlos Flores responded to 5829 Lakewood Boulevard, Lakewood, where off-duty 
Carson Station Deputy Telly Taylor fired one bullet from his department authorized, off- 
duty, .38 caliber handgun at an unknown, armed suspect during an attempted store 
robbery. 


It is unknown if Deputy Taylor struck the suspect. Deputy Taylor stated that he believes 
he struck the suspect based on distance, aim, and the suspect’s physical reaction when 
Deputy Taylor fired. 


IAB Note: Deputy Taylor stated he saw the suspect “flinch” and 
he did not see any bullet impact in the aisle behind 
the suspect. Investigators and The Crime Scene analyst 
were unable to locate an expended projectile or impact 
mark. 


Synopsis 


Deputy Taylor was off-duty and shopping inside the Walgreens when two males entered 
the store via the front doors. Just after entering the store, the male black (Suspect 1) 
removed what appeared to be a silver semiautomatic handgun from the pocket of his 
hooded sweatshirt. He approached the cashier, while the male Hispanic (Suspect 2) 
walked down the south aisle of the store. Suspect 2 also possessed a handgun, but did 
not pull it out until he began walking around the store. Suspect 1 ordered the cashier to 
take him to the manager. 


The cashier and Suspect 1 walked over to the manager, who was stocking shelves a 
few aisles away. Suspect 1 physically forced both the cashier and the manager to walk 
toward the manager's office, located on the north end of the store. Suspect 2 joined 
them and the two suspects forced the employees to walk down various aisles of the 
store. They gathered one additional male employee along the way. All the employees 
were ordered, at gun point, to walk to the manager's office where the money is kept. As 
they reached the aisle that led to the manager's office door, the suspects noticed 
Deputy Tayfor standing in the aisle. 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY Page 1 of 8 $H2266356 


Deputy Taylor, who was wearing civilian clothing, had been unaware of the robbers 
entrance to the store and was still shopping when the suspects approached him. The 
suspect ordered Taylor, at gun point, to enter the manager’s office. Taylor initially 
complied, but soon came to the realization that the suspects were probably going to 
search him. He believed the suspects would find his firearm, and/or his badge and 
identification concealed in his clothing. He feared what they would do to him upon 
learning his identity. Taylor was several feet inside the hallway leading to the 
manager's office when he turned toward Suspect 1, who was still in the store aisle. 
Suspect 1 was the only suspect in Taylor’s line of sight. The suspect was still armed 
with a handgun and was looking to his right, distracted from Deputy Taylor. Deputy 
Taylor drew his revolver from his pants pocket, identified himself as a deputy sheriff, 
and fired one round at Suspect 1. The suspect flinched as though he had been hit, and 
both suspects immediately fled the store. 


Deputy Taylor did not run after the suspects; instead, he remained with the store 
employees in the event there were more suspects in the store. Lakewood Station 
personnel responded and conducted a search of the area, including local hospitals. The 
suspects were not located. 


Lakewood Station Detective Bureau initially handled the criminal investigation; however, 
Major Crimes Bureau detectives later assumed the handle based on information that the 
suspects had robbed other Walgreens stores in the weeks previous. 


Although there was insufficient evidence to prove Suspect 1 had been hit, investigators 
were unable to locate the bullet fired by Deputy Taylor. A review of the store’s video 
surveillance tapes revealed that Suspect 1 may have been wearing body armor. 


Involved Personnel 
Telly Taylor, Deputy, 


Work History 

Date of Employment: 04/22/99 
Date Assigned to Patrol: 

Date Completed Patrol Training: 

Date Assigned to Carson: 

Prior Shooting Incident(s): 

Prior Founded Force Incident(s): 


IAB Note: 


Suspects 
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Suspect #1 - Unknown Male/Black, wearing a gray, hooded sweatshirt. 
Suspect #2 - Unknown Male/Hispanic, wearing a black, hooded sweatshirt. 


Civilian Witnesses 


Say con maa MAA, Store Employee 
fr vos II F/H, Store Employee 

| vos: aaa F/A, Store Employee 
DOB: EE Wn, Customer 
a: O MMW, Store Employee 
= vos II M/A, Store Employee 


Injuries 


None 


Physical Evidence 


One .38 caliber, Smith & Wesson revolver with one exoended shell casing and four live 
.38 caliber rounds. 


(1) Compact Disc containing security camera Video foctage 


IAB Note: The video footage shows the suspects entering the store, 
some of their movement through the store, and them exiting. 
The footage does not show the shooting incident. 


Investigators Observations 


The scene was the inside of a “Walgreens” store, the far north aisle (aisle 9) and 
Manager's Office. Aisle number nine was lined with a refrigerated display on one side 
(North) and bread items on the other side (South) [Refer to EXHIBIT B]. 


Aisle 9 is the far north aisle and is adjacent to the north wall of the store. A door was 
located on the north side of the aisle. This door led to a small hallway, which opened 
into the interior of the refrigerated section, a small locker room area, and another 
doorway which led to the Manager's Office [Refer to Diagram, EXHIBIT B]. Inside the 
Manager's Office is where the safe and security camera equipment are located. 
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Weapon used by Deputy Taylor 


Smith & Wesson, .38 caliber, revolver. 


Weapon used by Suspects 


Suspect #1 
Semi-automatic handgun, silver, NFD (Not recovered) 


Suspect #2 
Semi-automatic handgun, black, NFD (Not recovered) 


Property Damage 


None 


Criminal Investigator 
Major Crimes Bureau Investigator Richard Alvarado II 


This Walgreens’ robbery was part of a string of robberies that had been occurring at 
Walgreens stores across a wide geographic area. For this reason Major Crimes Bureau 
took over the investigation. To date two people have been arrested in conjunction with 
this string of robberies. Investigator Alvarado has not been able to connect the two 
people in custody with this incident 


Lighting and Weather Conditions 


The incident occurred at approximately 0500 inside the store. The store was open and 
occupied. Lighting was bright and there were no obstructions. 


IAB Interview of Deputy Telly Taylor 
JAB Lieutenant Stefanie Fredericks checked to see that Lakewood Station Watch 


Commander, Lieutenant Ruth Daly, took reasonable steps to ensure that the involved 
deputy did not discuss the incident with uninvolved persons prior to being interviewed 
by the assigned investigators. In addition, [AB Lieutenant Fredericks checked to see if 
the watch commander attempted to have the involved deputy remain in the company of 
a supervisor until he provided a statement to the assigned investigators. 


Deputy Telly Taylor was interviewed on May 18, 2010. This interview was audio 
recorded and the verbatim transcript is included in this investigation. Deputy Taylor 
wrote a supplemental report describing his actions and observations during this incident 
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[Exhibit Aj. For his complete and detailed statement refer to the verbatim transcript in 
this case book and the digital audio file. 


Deputy Taylor said he went into the Walgreens store io purchase snacks before going 
to work. Deputy Taylor entered the store with his Sheriff's Department identification 
with flat-badge, and his off-duty weapon in his coat pocket. While on “aisle 9" looking at 
snacks, he was approached by an , male suspect that was leading two female 
employees (Witnesses ils at gunpoint. The suspect told Deputy Taylor 
to move with the employees, and directed them to a doorway along the north wall of the 
aisle. 


Deputy Taylor moved with two employees toward the door and was pushed inside. 
Deputy Taylor said he and one of the employees entered the doorway together and he 
saw that it led to a small storage area with another doorway to the right [Refer to 
Diagram, EXHIBIT B]. Seeing they were being led into a small, enclosed area, Deputy 
Taylor feared that the suspect was going to search him, and locate his weapon and 
Sheriffs Department identification. Deputy Taylor said he knew once that happened the 
suspect was going to kill him and possibly the employees because they would be 
witnesses. 


Fearing he and the other victims would be shot, Deputy Taylor looked at the suspect, 
and saw that the suspect was distracted by something outside of the doorway. 


IAB Note: When Deputy Taylor looked at the suspect, the suspect was 
standing in the aisle several feet away from the door. The 
suspect’s body was offset to the door frame. Deputy Taylor 
could see the partially bladed left side of the suspect as is 
depicted in Deputy Taylor's diagram [Exhibit E]. 


Taking advantage of the suspect's distraction, Deputy Taylor drew his weapon from his 
pocket, announced that he was a Deputy Sheriff, and fired one round at the suspect. 


Based on the distance, his aim, and the physical reacton of the suspect, Deputy Taylor 
felt pretty sure that he struck the suspect. The suspect turned, and fled out of sight. 
Deputy Taylor moved to a position by the office doorway, and instructed the employees 
to dial 911 while he held a position of cover in case the suspect should return. Deputy 
Taylor secured himself, and the other victims inside the Manager’s Office, and called 
“911" on his cell phone to report the incident. 


Witness Interviews 

Wines a = an employee of Walgreens, and was working during the time 
of the atiempted robbery, and shooting. Witness was interviewed regarding 
his observations during this incident. Witness was in another area of the store, 


and did not witness the shooting. His statement ts recorded on a Supplemental Report 
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[Exhibit A]. 


Winess MENEE was in the back of the store in the Pharmacy when he heard 

screaming. As he went to investigate, Witness heard a gunshot. Witness 
ran into the restroom and called “911.” 

working at the time of this incident. Witness as interviewed regarding her 


tvations during this incident and the interview was audio recorded. For Witness 
complete and detailed statement refer to the digital audio file and/or verbatim 


Witness SE - an employee of = aa el and was 


transcript. 


Witness said she was working on aisle 6 when she heard an employee 
(Witness call her name. When Witness [EEE coked up she saw a male 


suspect, wearing a gray hooded sweatshirt (Suspect 1) armed with a handgun walking 
behind Witness Suspect 1 and Witness ere walking toward her, and 
Witness] aid she knew what was going on without the suspect saying anything 
to her. 


The suspect grabbed Witness by the collar from behind, and began guiding 
her, along with Witness rough the store toward aisle 9 where the office is 
located. 


As they made their way through the store they turned onto aisle 9 and came upon a 
man looking at snacks (Deputy Taylor). Suspect 1 directed Deputy Taylor to walk with 
them and Deputy Taylor seemed hesitant to go with them. Witness rged 
Deputy Taylor to follow the suspect’s directions, and Deputy Taylor went along with the 
suspect toward the store office. 


Witness EEE =c she and Deputy Taylor entered the doorway leading to the store 
office. The suspect and Wines SA behind them. Witness 2: 
opening the key coded office door when she saw Deputy Taylor drop something on the 
floor. She then saw Deputy Taylor pull a firearm from his coat. Witness lil ear 
Deputy Taylor announce he was a deputy, and fire a round at the doorway. Witness 

as not looking toward the exterior door when the shot was fired, so she did 
not see where the round struck or the position of anyone near the doorway. 


Witness [Es an employee of Walgreens, and was working at the time of the 
attempted robbery, and shooting. Witness | see interviewed regarding her 
observations during this incident, and the interview was audio recorded. For Witness 

complete and detailed statement refer to the digital audio file and/or verbatim 
transcript. 


Witness [J was working on one of the aisles in the store when she was 
approached by a male suspect wearing a hooded sweatshirt armed with a handgun 
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(Suspect 1). Suspect 1 had the hood of his sweatshirt pulled up and the drawstring was 
pulled tight, creating a very small opening for the suspect to see out. Wines: [i 
was unable to get a good look at the suspect's face. 


if she was the manager, and she told him she was 
hroughout the store where they came across 
Witnes: . The suspect then directed both employees 
to aisle 9, where the office is located. As they turned onto aisle 9, Witness Illia. 
a male customer (Deputy Taylor) looking at some snacks. The suspect told Deputy 
Taylor to move toward the office door. 


not. Suspect 1 directed Witnes: 


Witnes DA Deputy Taylor was hesitant to follow the direction of the suspect, 
so she told Deputy Taylor to do what the suspect said. Deputy Taylor complied, and 
began waiking with the two employees toward the door that leads to the inner office. 


witness ikid Deputy Taylor and Witness aked into the doorway first. 
Suspect 1 stopped just outside the doorway, and looked down the aisle at a second 
suspect. Witness said the suspect was still holding her arm, and she heard a 
gunshot. Witness| ressed herself against the wall just inside the door, fell to the 
floor, and started crawling toward the office door. Witness Eent into the office, 
and waited until law enforcement arrived. 


Witness] as a customer inside Walgreens at the time of the incident. 
Witness as interviewed regarding his observatons during this incident, and the 
interview was audio recorded. For wino mpito, and detailed statement 
refer to the digital audio file and/or verbatim transcript. 


Witness Bas inside the store but was not in the vicinity of the shooting when it 
took place. Witnes = a male black (Suspect 1) walking with his arm around a 
female. As Witnes ontinued walking through the store, toward the front of the 
store, he was approached by a second male subject (Suspect 2), that grabbed him by 
the sweater and began pulling him toward the north portion of the store. 


Witnes: aw the suspect pull a silver handgun, and point it toward the store office 
door. Witness eard a gunshot, and dropped to the floor. Witness [Kid not 
see anything further. 


Witness Sy - an employee of Walgreens, and was working during the 
time of the attempted robbery, and shooting. Witness was interviewed 
regarding his observations during this incident. Witness vas in another area 
of the store and did not witness the shooting. His statement is recorded on a 
Supplementa! Report [Exhibit A]. 


Witness Zuu on the “Hallmark Card” aisle when he observed a male suspect 
walking through the store with Witness] A short time later the male suspect 
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approached Witness ana grabbed him by the back of the shirt, directing him 
toward the back of the store. When they reached the back of the store Witness 
aw another armed suspect. 


Witnes: saw wine ia in front of the second suspect. Witness 

ontinued walking toward the office. As he approached the doorway leading 
to the office, — heard a gunshot and saw both suspects run out of the 
store. 


Witness [is an employee of Walgreens, and was working during the time of 
the attempted robbery, and shooting. wina interviewed regarding his 
observations during this incident A se in another area of the store and did 
not witness the shooting. His statement is recorded on a Supplemental Report [Exhibit 
Al. 


witness les working in the store when he heard a female scream. Witnes 
walked toward the front of the store to investigate the sound, and he saw his co-workers 
(Witnes <i Witness | being pushed into the office area by a male, 
black suspect armed with a silver handgun (Suspect 1) 


Witness hen saw a second suspect (Suspect 2), walking towards hi ile 
holding another male (Witness B -y eater. Suspect 2 told Wires ill 
move to the back of the store. As Witness egan moving he heard a gunshot, and 
quickly ducked behind the photo counter. Witnes: aw the suspects run out of the 
store, and did not see anything further. 
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